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SEE DETAILS OF 
CHALOBS   SOCIAL 

EVENTS  INSIDE 
THIS    ISSUE            
pages 10&11 
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· Following the approval of last year’s minutes the President gave a welcoming address in which 
he thanked various officers of the society for their valuable contribution, spoke about the suc-
cess of the four social functions held by CHALOBS and wished all members present a happy 
and prosperous New Year. 

· The report of the Committee was then submitted by the Hon. Secretary for the year 2006 and 
members accepted  that it had been a particularly good year. 

 
· The Hon Treasurer then presented the accounts which showed a small loss on the year because 

of payments out for school prizes, costs incurred in the newsletters production and a small loss 
on social events. Nonetheless, he was happy with the year end surplus balance of £1901 and 
the  encouraging numbers who rejoin each year and felt overall thet our finances are sound. 

· The election of President, Vice– President, officers and Committee members followed and the 
make-up of the Committee can be seen on page 3.                                                                                                

On a suggestion by a Member the Members were ad idem that the President should be elected to hold office for 
two years (not one as at present provided in the Rules)  
 It was accordingly reslved unanimously that 
(a) That Rule 4(i) of the Constitution and Rules be amended to provide that the President shall be elected at the 

AnnualGeneral Meeting for a term of two years; 
 (b) That Doug Murgatroyd be elected to be the President of the Society for the two years  until the Annual 
General Meeting in December 2008 At this stage the Chair was taken by the newly elected President  
Doug Murgatroyd 
Doug Murgatroyd  thanked the Members for their confidence and support. He then mentioned that he was of the  
opinion that the immediate past President should ex officio continue to remain a member of the Committee,  sub-
ject to his concurrence, for which the Rules did not at present provide.  The Members welcomed this as a most 
sensible suggestion 
 Martin McGranaghan was elected as Vice-President of the Society for the coming year 
All  other Officers and Committee members were prepared to continue in office and additionally it  was suggested 
from the floor that two further  members be elected to the Committee, namely Messrs Richard Kneller land John 
Richards.  
 
· It was resolved that that Mr Steven Goss be, subject to his concurrence , appojnted as the Society’s Hon. 

Auditor for the current financial year and furthermore he be thanked most sincerely for his services as the 
Hon. Auditor for the past financial year. 

· It was also resolved hat the Committee be  empowered to co-opt at their discretion  other persons to member-
ship of the Committee. 

 
·  School Matters  - The President invited John Child to give a resume of the position concerning  

the School.  John responded by first thanking the Society for the support given to the School.  He 
mentioned inter alia the success of the School as a business and enterprise college achieving the 
best examination results ever;  the School had got into the national final of the stock market 
competition;  the rugby team was next year touring Australia;  the Combined Cadet Force 
was now 100 strong;  nothing further was known as to the future of the old school buildings but 
next year the School would be getting a new Sports Hall. All in all a very satisfactory position. 
The Members thanked John for his informative comments coupled with their best wishes for the 
continued  success of the School.  

  
· Members Questions and General Debate –  ensued covering the following 

· encouragement and incentives for students leaving the School to join the Society; 
· representatives of the Society to be present at School events; 
· a Society web-site; 
· the change of the name of the Society to “Old Cicestrians” 
· the formation of the new Old Boys Society for the Henry Thornton School. 

All these items were referred to the Committee for future consideration. 
 
· The Annual General Meeting 2007  - It was agreed that the next Annual General Meeting be held at the 

School on Saturday 1st December 2007 at 10.30am to be followed by the Annual Christmas Re-union Luncheon. 

 
·  
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Permission to reproduce this article from his booklet “Life At 
Chichester High School 1940 – 1947” was kindly given by the 
author, Patrick Flynn 
 
Chichester was close enough to the sea for 
me and my school friends to have been 
able to ride our bicycles to the coast. The 
beaches at East and West Wittering and at 
Selsey were our usual destinations, some 
of these are not the prettiest of places, but 
in the war years they were quiet and most 
of the existing bungalows and caravan 
sites were not there. When invasion was 
thought to be a risk, defences against 
landing craft were installed on the 
beaches. Other favourite places were Dell 
Quay, at the head of time Chichester 
Channel, which was in earlier years the 
port for Chichester, Birdham, and Bosham 
winch has a pre-Conquest church and is 
depicted in time Bayeux tapestry. 
Inland we went to \Vest Dean, Singleton, 
and Goodwood. The Neolithic hill fort on 
Trundle Hill, which had an anti-aircraft 
gun emplacement at its centre during time 
war. was always interesting and had good 
slopes for using home-made toboggans 
when snow was on the ground. The sur-
rounding countryside of Kingley Vale be-
yond West Stoke, the area near Halnaker 
Hill and the windmill, and the Neolithic 
flint mines in the Downs gave us the op-
portunity to explore. The whole area be-
came full of soldiers and military equip-
ment during the wartime build-up for the 
invasion of Europe. Every piece of wood-
land providing cover from observation by 
enemy aircraft was used for storing tanks 
and vehicles and for setting up encamp-
ments of tents, so there were many places 
to which we could no longer go. We were 
in the 10 mile exclusion area which pre-
vented most travel to the coast but as we 
were inside it we were not affected. 
 
Tangmere, a Royal Air Force station dur-
ing the war, was fascinating because we     

 
could ride there and look through the pe-
rimeter fence and spend hours watching 
the aircraft. Some boys became experts 
on all the different versions and modifi-
cations and could instantly spot any 
change, such as new armament or the 
longer nose when radar was first intro-
duced They recognised all the small dif-
ferences as the Supermarine Spitfire 
evolved through its man Marks. One 
boy, whose father owned a printing busi-
ness in Bognor Regis. introduced a com-
prehensive manual of aircraft silhouettes 
and sold them to boys at school. Some-
how the police were alerted and came to 
our school to question him. I think they 
accepted it was all innocent and he was 
not a German spy, but all copies were 
confiscated and we heard that his father 
was cautioned. Later, when some of us 
had joined the Air Training Corps at 
school, we were able to make official 
visits to the airfield at Tangmere. 
 
The first bomb to hit Chichester during 
the war fell in Basin Road and caused 
extensive damage.  The city was bombed 
again during a daylight raid by a single 
German aircraft on 10th February 1943. 
The bombs fell in Tower St., North 
Street and St Martin’s Street. The west 
side of the city as far as Tower Street 
was attacked by machine gun fire as the 
aircraft approached over Westgate 
Fields. Many deaths and injuries were 
caused. On 26 April 1941 
German bombs caused se-
vere damage in Armadale 
Rd and Bridge Rd with con-
siderable death and injury. 
Many bombs and landmines 
fell in the surrounding fields 
and villages. 
 
IF, LIKE PATRICK, YOU HAVE ANY 
MEMORIES OF CHICHESTER OR YOUR 
HOME AREA, WHY NOT SHARE THEM 
BY INCLUDING THEM IN THE NEXT 
NEWSLETTER. 
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tunity to move to the 
High School, but the 
High School were the 
‘old enemy’ and it didn’t 
feel right to leave the 
school that had done so 
much for me. 
I started my teacher 
training at the College of 
St Mark and St John, 
Chelsea, in September 
1959. The first tentative 
steps had been made in 
proving that so-called 
11+ failures could do 
well if given the chance. 
In the following years 
GCEs became estab-
lished as a normal part of 
the Lancastrian curricu-
lum and it is a matter of 
debate which school 
gained most when the 
Lancastrian and High 
School were amalga-
mated!! As a Lancas-
trian. I have no affinity 
to the High School and 
long for the day when 
the name will be 
changed to the Lancas-
trian High School to re-
flect the historical impor-
tance of the Lancastrian 
School in the city. 

 
Geoff Collett 
(1952-1959) 
** note   Headmaster 

Roy Lewis** was a man 
with a vision. His vision was 
to provide his pupils with a 
comprehensive education. As 
history shows, he was a man 
ahead of his time and innu-
merable Lancastrians have to 
be thankful to him and his 
determination to carry out his 
ideas. 
I started at the Lancastrian 
Boys in 1952 at the Orchard 
Street premises having not 
done very well at the Central 
Junior Boys in New Park 
Road and having failed the 
11+. During the course of my 
second year Roy Lewis asked 
all the boys what careers they 
wanted when they left 
school. I remember saying 
that I wanted to be a civil en-
gineer. 
As a result of the answers he 
received he formed a special 
class for boys who wanted, 
or needed, to take examina-
tions. And so it was that in 
my third year I found myself 
in a class called 6E (E for 
exams), a mixture of third 
and fourth years pupils with 
Paddy O'Brien as form mas-
ter. 
In my fourth year the school 
moved to the new site at 
Kingsham. Under normal 
circumstances this would 
have been my last year but, 
being in 6E, this was not the 
case. A few fifth year boys 
remained in the class but 

most were my year group. 
Don Hanson, the deputy head, re-
tired and his place as deputy head 
was taken by Arthur John, the sci-
ence teacher, and he took over the 
examination class which became 
6Ac. 
Michael Gill had joined the Lancs 
from Portsmouth Technical School 
when 6E was first formed and he 
and I ended up the only two study-
ing for GCEs from the original 
class. He was a year older and took 
his GCE exams first. I took mine 
the next time around, in 1957. At 
some point I had given up the idea 
of being a civil engineer and all 
that concerned me was the passing 
of the exams; the future could wait. 
About this time a School Leaving 
Certificate was introduced so that 
all pupils could leave the school 
with a piece of paper showing their 
achievements, All subjects were 
covered including woodwork, met-
alwork and engineering. 
I eventually gained enough OCEs 
to apply to be an officer in the 
Fleet Air Arm. I passed the tests 
and interview board but failed the 
medical with curvature of the 
spine. I had officially left school 
and started work in the health de-
partment in County Hall. I stuck at 
it for a month before desperation 
sent me to see Roy Lewis one 
lunch time at the beginning of Sep-
tember 1958. 
In no uncertain terms he told me to 
return to school, study for A levels, 
and go to college to become a 
teacher. He did offer me the oppor-
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Dear Doug,  
Just contacting you as I thought the following coincidence might find a place in the 
next Chalobs Newsletter.  
While attending my brother-in law's cremation and commemoration service for his 
life in Christchurch Priory recently, my wife's younger sister and her hushand, both 
Salvationists, suggested we go with them to their Sunday Service in Boscombe. As 
C of E ourselves we were amazed at the friendliness of our reception as strangers 
and enjoyed a very lively Service. The Leader was Major Peter Gylechreest and 
his wife who encompassed the whole congregation in their presentation. After-
wards, at the lunch which followed, he came and spoke to every table and it was 
during this that we mentioned we came from Chichester.  
He immediately picked up on this and said he originally came from Bognor Re-
gis and was a pupil of Chi High. I asked him which year he joined and he said 
1956. I said I must have taught him, since I started teaching there in 1950 and then 
he recognised me with the exclamation "Oh, Mr. Ayling isn't it" . We then had a 
long chat about those days, pupils and masters of his era and he said he was ever 
grateful for my teaching him to make a dovetail in the old woodwork shop. 
Strange recollection !  
 
Also, last year in March I had a surprise letter from Leigh Bailey from Vienna of 
the same era as Peter. He graduated from Oxford in 1969 and has a doctorate from 
Cambridge in German doing his thesis on Viennese Literature. He taught German at 
St. Andrews , moving to Vienna in 1974 where he teaches English, Translation 
Studies and Comparative Literature in Vienna University as well as writing reports 
and features for the English Language Service of Austrian Radio until recently. Ap-
parently as Director of Music at Chi High I had inspired his interest in Strauss' mu-
sic and he has written many articles on the Strauss Family which have been pub-
lished. For any OB's who might know him, his address is Koflergasse 9/23 , A-1120 
Wien Austria.  
Hope these notes may be of interest.  
My best wishes to you and your family and a late Happy New Year.  
George C Ayling (Staff 1950 - 1985)    
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 DIRECTIONS TO ROWLANDS CASTLE GOLF CLUB 
 

 Take A27 from Chichester to HAVANT. Leave A27 at HAVANT EXIT. From the slip 
road, drive north through Havant until you reach a large roundabout in half a mile. 
Take 2nd exit and continue driving north for 2 miles where you come to Rowlands 
Castle. Just past the filling station on your right there are 2 mini roundabouts. Turn 
right at the 2nd one until you reach the village green in half a mile. Here you turn 
left and immediately left again and the golf club car park will be found 250 yards on 
your left. There should be plenty of room to park but road parking immediately 
before the car park entrance is OK too in the event of it being busy. 

 	����7�

Summer Lunch Sat 28th July 2007 
12.30pm for 1.00pm  

2 course traditional roast carvery  
£12.95 (starter or dessert) 

3 courses £15.95 (starter and dessert) 
At Rowlands Castle Golf Club 

Wives and Partners very welcome 
 

Tempura battered prawns with chilli dip 
Caramelised onion and blue cheese tartlet 

Deep fried brie and redcurrant jelly 
 

Roast Carvery (choice of joints) 

 
Steamed treacle sponge and crème anglaise 

Tarte au citron 
Cheese selection and biscuits 

 
Rowlands Castle Golf Club has a wide selec-
tion of beers and an excellent wine cellar with 
house wines at only £8 a bottle. 

 
To book contact Doug Murgatroyd initially by  

· Telephone on 02392 412165 
·  or Email dougmurg@rowlandscas.freeserve.co.uk 
·  or post application form at back of this newsletter  to             

6 Mallard Rd   Rowlands Castle  Hants  PO9 6HE 
 
CHEQUES payable to RCGC should be received by Doug by 
1st July with your choice of starter or dessert or both 
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Canal cruise and picnic 
(Wives & partners welcome) 

SUNDAY 17th JUNE 2007  

Meet at the Canal Basin Jetty, Basin Road, Chichester at 6.00pm.    Cast off will be  
between 6.30 and 7.00 pm   
This is a great opportunity to take a trip in the Canal Society’s new 27 ton motor vessel The Richmond 
which has a forty passenger capacity.  
The vessel is enclosed (handy in inclement weather) but you will be able to join the skipper in small num-
bers on the open after- deck during the trip.  This will be a leisurely motor down to the Hunston Bridge 
jetty (where we can disembark to stretch our legs for a while) and because of a recently dug ’winding 
hole’ proceed even further onto the Donnington Road Bridge.   
The vessel has many facilities (toilet aboard) and its hire comes with a ‘hostess’ i.e. a gallant lady volun-
teer who will ply us with tea/coffee  throughout the trip as required.    A Finger buffet  will be provided 
during the evening and on boarding you will be welcomed with a glass of wine or soft drink.  Passengers 
may also like to bring their own favourite tipple! 
 
The cost is £ 16 per head .   Cheques made payable to CHALOBS please.  State the full name (s) of 
who is attending plus address/Tel. No./email: address with your application. Please post cheques and 
details to 
COLIN SNOOK –  
Blue Note,  24 Olivers Meadow,  Westergate, Chiches ter, PO20 3YA     Tel: 01243 545550  ,            
email: strails@tiscali.co.uk 


