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THE headteacher of Chichester
High School for Boys will not be
returning - with parents still in
the dark about exactly why he
has been away.

Yesterday the education
authority, West Sussex County
Council, released a statement
which said that Mr Robinson
had decided to ‘pursue his pro-
fessional career elsewhere’ and
that the governors had agreed to
release him from his contraet.

It said: ‘Arrangements are
already under way to recruit a
new headteacher, but in the
meantime the school will con:
tinue to receive leadership
advice and assistance from
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Margaret Eva, the very experi-
enced headteacher of Bourne
Community College.’

Mr Robinson has not been at
the school since before
Christmas, and at the time the
county council said he was away
for personal reasons.

In its statement, the county
council said: ‘Over the past two
years John has led the develop-
ment programme that has sig-
nificantly improved sports facil-
ities at the school. He wishes the
school, staff and, in particular,
all of the students continuing
success.’

It said a letter was being sent
to parents this week, notifying

them of Mr Robinson’s decision
to leave. It has also come to light
that a consultation may take
place over plans to reduce the
number of teachers.

The county council said:
‘Demographically, there's a pre-
dicted fall in student numbers
over the next five years in the
Chichester area and this 1is
beginning to impact on
Chichester High School for
Boys. As a result the governors
are consulting with staff on a
possible reduction in teaching
posts.’

The council said it was not a
gituation unigue to the high
school.

Welcome to CHSB. Tell us a little about yourself.
Where have you taught and what subject? What

experience do you have?

I am pleased to have the opportunity of answering
vour guestions. My specialist subjects are
English, Drama/Theatre Arts and Media. Most of
my teaching has been in the south of England —
Kent, West Sussex and Hampshire. I was a Head
of English in two schools and I have a real passion
for the Arts.
I have been in senior leadership for some
considerable tilne, having served as an Assistant
Headteacher and a Deputy Headteacher in two
schools.
For the past 8 years, my family and I have been in
the north of England. I have been a Headteacher
for six years in the north-east and thoroughly
enjoy the role.

In West Sussex, I taught in Crawley and in the
Chichester area in a variety of roles ranging from
Head of English to Deputy Head of Sixth Form.
Therefore, I know Chichester very well indeed

and I am delighted to be coming back to home

territory.

home and in the garden. I enjoy most sports,

,
I am a family man and enjoy spending time at " (-
cinema, the theatre, reading, musie, (particularly +

rock music from the 80s) and socialising. T love to

travel and see different countries around the
world.
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Why did you become a Headteacher?

Difficult question... I love teaching and seeing
students progress and achieve is the best part of
the job. I have always been personally ambitious
and I always enjoyed the leadership role, whether
it was a Head of Department or in senior
leadership.

When I became a Deputy Head, I worked for an
amazing Head. He encouraged and gave me the
confidence that I could, in time, progress to the
top job. Having done the job for six years, I can
safely say it’s the best job in the world. I wouldn’t
want to do anything else.

Do you like school dinners?

I have to say I have good experiences of school
dinners! I have a school dinner every day,
although it’s never quite the same as going to the
top restaurant in Chichester, it’s close!

I think school dinners have definitely improved
over the years and I am sure that’s true of CHSB.

Finally, Is there anything that you can share with
us that you will be doing when you arrive at
CHSB?

Firstly, I want to get to know the school as
quickly as possible. I will want to spend a lot of
time in the first term talking to students,
members of staff, governors and parents.

I think it will be important to listen and look at
how the school works on a daily basis. I will want
to be out and about in corridors and in lessons,
finding out what is good, what you are proud of
and importantly, looking at what we can do to
make CHSB even better.

I am very excited about the new job at CHSB and I
am looking forward to the challenge ahead. I will
be making a couple of visits later this term and I
look forward to seeing the CHSB community at
work then.

What have you heard about us at CHSB?

I feel I know a lot about CHSB already, although
it’s not the same as being in the school itself.
Firstly, CSHB has a fine history, heritage and
tradition. It also has an excellent reputation for
sport locally and nationally.

Having spent a little bit of time in the school, I
have been impressed with the students, the
governors and the staff. I gain the feeling you are
all proud of your school and that you want to be
the best in Chichester, locally and in West Sussex.

I find that very attractive apd I am looking
forward to starting the job in January.

Are you a sports fan?

Most definitely. In my house, there can be
arguments about which Sky Sports channel we
are watching! I am keen on most sports — football,
cricket, rugby union, tennis. . '

1 like to keep as fit as possible — running, going to

the gym, walking etc.
Thisg¥nay not go down too well, but L am a Crystal

Palace supporter! I will try as hard as possible to
recruit some more fans in CHSB!
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